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REPORT. 



My Lords, Board of Trade, l6tli January 1855. 

In accordance with your Lordships’ Minute of the 1 1th instant, directing 
an inquiry under the 31st section of the Steam Navigation Act, 14th and 15th 
Victoria, chapter 79 , into the circumstances attending the loss of the steamship 
“ Erin’s Queen,” in the Bristol Channel, by collision with the steam ship 
“ Sabrina,” on the 6th instant, and appointing me to conduct such investigation : — 

I have the honour to report that I proceeded to Bristol accordingly on the 
I2th, and commenced the investigation at the Local Marine Board on Saturday 
the 13th, which terminated on the Monday evening following. 

That after having weighed deliberately the evidence elicited during the 
inquiry, and having more particularly considered that part of itw'hich 1 deem 
to be most worthy of credence, 

I am of opinion that the collision between the “ Sabrina” and “ Erin’s Queen” 
arose from a proper and vigilant look out not being kept on board the “ Sabrina,” 
there being no look-out man on, and the crew below at breakfast. 

The chief mate, who was in charge of the deck at the time, admits in evidence 
that he could see a vessel when half a mile distant ; but states that he never saw 
the “ Erin’? Queen” until she was within two lengths of him, and that there 
was then no time for consideration. At the time of his first seeing the “ Erin’s 
Queen” she was crossing him to port, or in a S.E. direction (her helm having 
been previously ported), and he thought that by putting his helm hard-a-star- 
boai’d he should pass ahead of her. This was clearly wrong ; he ought to 
have ported his helm, in accordance with the Act of Parliament, which, had 
he done, he would in all probability have passed astern and thereby avoided the 
collision. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lords, 

Yom- Lordships’ most obedient humble Servant, 

R. ROBERTSON, Commander, R.N. 

The Right Honourable 
the Lords of the Committee of 
Privy Council for Trade. 
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APPENDIX. 



MINUTE. 

At the Council Chamher, Whitehall, the 11th day of January 1855. 

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
appointed for the Consideration of all Matters relating to Trade and 
Foreign Plantations : 



Present, The Right Honourable Edward Cardwell, M.P., &c., &c., &c. 

My Lords are pleased by virtue of their powers under the Steam Navigation 
Act, 1851 (14th and 15th Victoria, chapter 79, section 31), to institute an 
investigation into the cii'cumstances attending the loss of the “ Erin’s Queen” 
in the Bristol Channel, by collision with the “ Sabrina,” on the 6th instant, 
and for that purpose to appoint Commander Robertson, R.N., to conduct such 
investigation. 

(Signed) Edw. Cardwell. 

11th January 1855. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 5 ) 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 

«^C. ^C. fyc. 



Evidence of Thomas Ford, chief mate of the “ Sabrina.” Mr. Thomas Ford. 

1. You are the chief mate of the “ Sabrina" ? — Yes. — 

2. Have you any certificate ? — Yea, of service. 

3. Have the goodness to state what occurred after your leaving the i-iver? — We left the 
river about 8.45 a.ra. We then steered down west for the light ship on the English and 
Welsh grounds. About ten o’clock we observed a veeael on the starboard bow. Put the 
helm hard-a-starboard, stopped her, and reversed. The “ Erin’s Queen ” put her hehn 
hard-a-port, and came right across our bows. We came in collision and struck her abaft 
the mainmast. We immediately hoisted the boats out, and went to her assistance. She 
then ran on shore on the S.W. patch. We went to her assistance, and took to the ground 
alongside her, and remained alongside her until next flood. Finding we could render no 
assistance, we came back to Bristol. 

4. What was the state of the weather at the time ?— It was thick and hazy. 

5. What distance could you see a vessel approaching ?— We could see a vessel half a 
mile, and the direction she was coming in. 

6. At the time you observed the " Erin’s Queen ” how much was she on the stai'board 
bow ? — About three points. 

7 . How far off was she at the time ?— About two sliips’ lengths off. 

8. Had you not seen her before this ? — No. 

9. Was it your watch at the time? — Yes. 

10. You before stated you could see a vessel half a mile distant. How do you account, 
then, for not having seen her before ? - Because she was buried in her own smoke. 

11. Where were you at the time ?— On the bridge. 

12. Where was the captain at that time ?— On the quai-ter deck. 

1 3. Had you any man on the look-out ? — We h.ad not ; I was looking out myself. 

\i. Wliat course were you steering at this time? — West. 

15. Wliat course did you suppose the “ Erin’s Queen ” to have been steering when you 
first saw her ? — About south-e:ist. 

16. Then at that time was she steering across your bows? Yes. 

17. Then why did you pt the helm hard-a-starboard ?— We put our helm hard-a-stai-- 
board, thinking to go ahead of her. 

18. Had you ported your helm, would you not have gone astern of her? No; I think 

not. 

19. Why do you think not? — Because she was so close. 

20. When you ordered the holm to be put “hard-a-starboard," did you give any orders 
respecting the engines?— Yes ; I ordered the engines to be stopped and reversed, which 
was immediately done. 

_ 21. What time elapsed between your putting your hehn hard-a-starboard and tbe colli- 
sion ? — About a minute. 

22. Did you observe whether the “ Eriu’s Queen ” ported or starboarded her helm? 

I observed her port her helm before I starboarded mine. 

23. You surely then ought to have ported your helm ? — There was not time for anything 
between my seeing the vessel and the collision for any consideration ; in fact, between the 
time of my seeing the vessel and the collision scarcely a minute had elapsed. 

24. Was it your smoke or the smoke of the “ Erin’s Queen" prevented your seeing the 
direction she was coming in ? — The smoke of the “ Erin’s Queen," 

25. Were you going at full speed ? — Yes. 

26. On which shore were you, the port or starboard? — The starboard shore, rather 
towards the south-west patch. 

27. What is the distance between the lightvessel and the south-west patch ? About 

one mile. ^ 

You stated before,— you saw her port her helm and then starboarded youi-s ; is that 
the case? — I don’t know what she did, but I starboarded mine; but I saw, immediately 
after I starboarded mine, that hers was aport. 

29. I believe there was an engineer hurt on board the “ Erin’s Queen ; ” was every atten- 
tion and assistance rendered him by the captain and crew of the “ Sabrina"? Yes ; every 

attention. We brought him up to Bristol, and sent him to the Infirmary. 

30. Is there anything else you can state? — No, I think not. 

(Signed) Thomas Ford. 
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MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Evidence of John Lesljk, ohief engineer of iho “ .Sabriini.*’ 

31. Were you m charge of the iiiiichiiiery on the day of tlic collision ? Yes T 

, 32. Will YOU state wlnt orders werogivcii you (if' auy) previously to tlie oomslorSl™ 
place ? — The only orders I received was to atop and reverse lier, -which was imn, i- ^ 

done, having been prepared to do so, through liearing the mate cry out shavulv « ^ 

hard-a-starhoai-d.” 

33. How long was it between the time of the engines bcinii stonned +i, i,. ■ 

taking place ?-Not half a minute. “ the coUisiou 

34. Had tire engines made any revolutiuus oslcni previous to tile collision t_Tn tl. u . 

of my belief they had not. “ best 

35. Was the order given to stop the engines at the same time that you heai-d thp 

» liard-a-starboard ” >— About the same time. ^ 

36. Have you anything to add to tliis? — No. 

(Signed) JoHir Lmiis. 



Cfiarles Eamstead. 



Evidence of Chaulbs Eamsteai>, able seaman of the “ Sabrina.” 

I was "-** “ I'Mu's Queeu?'>_Yes 

aiartS'' *“ put the helm ],ard. 

39. Who gave you those orclera ? — The mate. 

40. Where was he at the time ?— On the bridge looldin^ out 

tot'h 

y®u stimdiug ?_The port side 

it wi°°] t'™ P°iuts on the larboard bow?_Yv. 

44 What was the state of the weather?— It was very thick dhow? le., 

mUe^' ?-l!'fom l.df a mile to a 

47. Did you see anything of the vessel previous to your striking her»— No ■ I did not 

pnfha|-alX,td?Z!13re!r„rri^^^^^^^^ ^ "'® - 

«; SThr;iii:'':firLu- s - ®>.® - , 

assistance. collision f— The boats were got out to render 

boffwIiSdtd o'n^rit hti^“:t »ies"rSi"'“b 1 

tackles inside the rail. bon toe tackles , the otlier boat was suspended in the 

55. tan you give me any further infoimation ?— No. 

(Signed) Chaules Eamstead. 



Captain Parker. 



Evidence of Nichoias S. Paeicek, captain of the “ Sabrinr,. 

56. Were you captain of the “ Sabrina" at the time of the oollisioii ?— Yea 

57. Have you any eertifleate of competency or service ?- Yes oTsm-vice 

BrSoUnFcork™™ 30 'years between 

the L® o7tW?mstr' ‘I"® «“® “*■ '®‘*™g A® up to 

weatawL thiXtXT^^^ proceeded in onr usual course down Channel west; the 
the wind light from tb * v+f ®®u^®®. 1*®? mtlier clearer to the southward ; 

!rrtordf™!hcL?m half a mile to the south-wesri Walking the 

the bridge, all at of^fh *® ‘™®' ““<* "'■r® walking 

the man at ti e vhee? ,o • ? T* Stoboaid, liaril-a-starboard.” I immediately ran aft to 
a” taXari he Irdet l X™ “ “'7 ““ “'® ““to® ®uU®d ®u‘ 1®^- 

done At this irirtiYiPi t +1 stopped and revei-sed, which was immediately 

Stance renlX l to®t place. The boats wek hoisted out, and ev<4 

a man in the wSer' T Tt X ‘'“^“tonee of the “ Brin's Queen,” and seeing 
man in the water, I steamed towards him, having a i.oat ready to lower iwn to pick 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE STEAM SHIP « ERIN^S QUEEN.” 7 

biia up, when I observed a boat beiongiug to the lightveBsel. pick up the man. I took 
him on board and paid every attention to liim, taking him up to Bristol ajid then to 
the Infirmary. 

60. You have stated the weather was very thick to the northward and clearer to the 

southward; ho^v far could you see a vessel approaching on the starboai’d bow? At the 

outside a quarter of a mile. 

61. Did you see anything of the steamer “ Erins Queen ” previous to the helm being 
ordered hard-a-starhoard ?— No, I did not; but I saw smoke about four points on the 
starboard bow, just before the mate sung out “ Hard-a-starboard.” 

62. Was any man on the look-out besides the mate ?— No, the crew harl gone down to 
their breakfast. 

63. Are you acquainted with the rules laid down by Act of Parliament for vessels 
approaching in opposite directions? — Yes. 

64. Then have the goodness to state what they are?— That in case of vessels approach- 
ing each other m opposite directions, nearly ahead, that we should both port our helms, but 
not when she is broad on the bow. 

65. It has been stated by a witness that you were In the habit of carrying your boats 
inboard suspended by the tackles ? — Yes. 

66. Is it the custom to have a look-out placed to look out for vessels in the steamer you 
command? — Yes. 

67. But in this instance there was none?— No, there was none. 

68. To what do you attribute the “Erin's Queen” not being seen before ?— The 
thickness of the weather. 

69. Are you not in the habit of slowing the engines in thick weather? — In extreme 
tinck weather we are. 

70. Wlmt do you call extreme thick weather ’—When I cannot see a ship more than 
lour times her length ahead. 

question, more than four ships’ lengths on the 
starboard bow ?— I could not see more, but I could see a mile ahead, and on the port how 
also. ' 

72. Hud yoiu* helm been ported on tlie day in question on first seeing the “Erin’s 
Queen, would the collision, m your opinion, have been avoided ? — No ; she w'as too close 
■when first seen. 

73. The weather being thick, and from wliat you have just stated, would it not have 

been more prudent to have reduced the speeS of the ship ?— Under the circumstances 
yes. ’ 

74. What was the state of the tide at this time ?— .Slack water. 

75. Can you give mo any ftinher iiifermatioo ?— No ; but I wish it to be imdetstood 
that, being aiile to see a mile alioiul and a mile on Iho ]iort bow, I did not think it neoes- 
sary to slow the engines. 

76. What is the distance between the light ship and the south-west patch?— About a 

midchannel, between the light vessel and the south-west patch, 
shore'?— Ye^°" regulation, viz. to keep the starboard 

( Signed) Nicholas S. Parker. 



Evidence of George C. Nicholson, captain of the "Erin’s Queen.” 

78. Are you the captain of the “ Erin’s Queen”?— Yes. 

Ia wf ® certificate from the Board of Trade ?— Yes, of competency. 

SUnCo™ belonging to the Belfast Steam 

bfiip Gompany, 201 tons, 60 horse-power. 

t„ a'*'?™ ’—A bout flve months, and previous 
TO that i was about two years mate of a steamer. ^ 

82. Have the goodness to state what ooouiTed up to the time of the collision ? I was 

K' When nearly abreast of the lightship on the 

^nglish and Welsh ground, the weather at the time being misty, the wind from the west- 
wara, when my engineer drew my attention to a steamer ahead. On looldno, I saw a 
steimier about one mile distant. I saw both bows, and what I could see of th?mast and 
IS "'“i “* t' ®?® ®“'* *“ *”®- I ordered the helm “ Steady port,” 

siwtl IfsS’ ®T® ‘"'“® “®"' *’‘® whistle. On looking out again, I 

Thlt t starboiu-ded her helm, I then ordered the helm “ Hard-™rt” 

vessel b- ; but thc man at the wheel drew my attention to the light- 

ftTlliSf . ®,®’ w>»®“ I “Ter mind, calculating, it being ebb tide, I would clear 

towml. . I blew the whistle again, and seeing the vessel coming 

riinn' midships, I left the whistle blowing, and ran aft, at the same time the steamer 

we.elf? ® 1’°''’ “““ "gging, and apparently cutting us in two. Her out- 

• u right through to the stai'board bulwarks. I called out to my mate and crew to 
y' Sabrina.” When I saw all the crew on the " Sabrina,” I foDowed. I 
t/i ^ second engineer struggling in the water. I got hold of a rope, and threw it 
He got hold of it, and I endeavoured to haul him up the Sabrina’s bows. He 
A4 



Captain Parker. 



Captain NiehaUon. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Captain Nicholson, could not hold on. The “ Sahrba ” then hacked astern, to dear the " Erin’s Queen ” T 
■ - . ■ then ran aft to the port quarter of the Sabrina,” and jumped in a boat, for the •Dunta f 
saving the man : but by the time the boat was unhooked from the davits, and dear of 
ship, I saw the lightship’s boat pick up the man. Seeing the “ Erin’s Queen ” still nfl I 
I went back to her, and was taken in tow by the “tJsk” back to the “Erin’s Oup°^« 
When I got on boai-d her, the engines had stopped, and she had progressed under can 
towards the north shore. Finding her sinking, I put her on the south-west patch 0^ 
her approaching the south-west patch, supposing her to be sinking, I ordered the crew 
the boat, and remained alongside. When she touched the ground the ebb tide swung h 

to the westward The “Sabrina” came afterwai-ds imd grounded on the patch, and 28^ 
me all the assistance in her jjower, and her carpenter shored the inaiu bulk head ° 

83. You can positively s\vear that the steamer when seen by you ^vas rin-ht a-head?— 
Yes ; and about a mile distant. 

84. How far oif could you see a vessel and be able to make out tlio direction she wm 
steering at the time ? — A mile or more. 

85. You stated that you then ported your helm ?• — I ported iiiy liolm in compliance witli 
the Act of Parliament. 

86. After having ported your lielm, did you obseiTc the “ Sahriua” do anythin^?— 

I noticed from the direction of the “ Sabrina’s ” head that she had starboarded her helm I 
then ordered the helm hard-a-port. ’ 

87. How far off was she when you put your helm hard-a-port? — About half a mile. 

, 88. Did you give any orders respecting the engines ? — No, I went on at fall speed with 
the helm ]iard-a-port to run out of her way. 

89. What time expired between your first putting your helm a-port and the collision ?— 
About five minutes. 

90. How near were you to the lightvessel when the collision took place ?— Within 200 
or 300 yards. 

91. What com-se had you been steering previous to your porting your helm ?— About 
east. 

92. Were you nearer to the lightship or the south-west patch previous to your porting 
your helm?— To the lightship, rather to the stai-boar-d side of the midchannel. 

93. Were you on the bridge at the time you fii-st ported your helm ? — No ; I was not, 

94. Did you go on tlie bridge any time between first seeing the steamer approacinng 
and the collision ?~No ; I could not stand ontlie bridge for the smoke until the helm^ 
ported- 

95. Then yon never lost sight of the steamer from the time when you ported your Belm 
up to the collision ? — No. 

96. You state you were on the port side of the quarter deck ; had the " Sabrina ” been 
two or three points on the starhowd bow, could you have seen her? — No, I could not; 
the gaff foresail and head sails being set, I conld not have seen lier Avithoiit crossing over 
to the other side. 

97. Had the “ Sabrina” portedher helm when yon put your helm hard-a-port, would she 
have cleai’cd you ? — Undoubtedly she would. 

98. Had you starboarded your helm when you saw the “ Sabrina” Iiad starboarded hers, 
would you have cleared her? — I doubt tiiat. 

99. Were your boats at the davits ready for lowering at the time of the collision ? — One 
boat was on the deck suspended at the davits, the other was over the main hatchway on 
chocks. 

100. Is there any fuiiher information you can give me? — Had the “ Sabrina” only 
kept the ^urse she was steering on my porting my helm she would have cleared. 

o " Erin’s Queens ” head at the time of the collision ? — From S.E. to 

o. b.E. 

102. Is the channel you were coming up the one usually used ? — Yes, it is. 

(Signed) George Colville Nicholson. 



Sobert Sanderson, 



Evidence of Robert S^uiderson, able seaman of the “Erin’s Queen.” 

103. Were you at the wheel of the “ Erin’s Queen” at the time of the collision? — Yes, 
i was. 

104. State what you know of this collision ? — We were coming up the channel towards 
Hristol, steenng about east or east-balf-south, when I heard the chief engineer call the 
ciipta,m s attention to a vessel being right ahead ; the caiitain was then ivalking the stai'- 
board side of tlie quai-ter deck ; he went over to the port side of the quarter deck, and told 
me to port the helm, which I did, and the whistle w'as blown : soon after he ordered the 
helm to he put bard-a-port. I said “ Then wc shall be into the lightship.” He said, “No 

3.-port. Shortly after that the steamer struck us. 

engineer standing at the time he reported the vessel to the 
captain ? — On the port side. ^ 

not until the helm had first been ported. 

107. Had the Erm Queens course much altered when you saw the vessel?' — Not 
more than a point ■' 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE STEAM SHIP “ EEIN’S QUEEN.” 

108. When you iirst saw the “ Sabrina,” what was hei- position y — About Imli' a point or 
a pomt on the port bow. 

109. What distance was she off then ? — About a mile. 

110. The weather being tliiokj how far could you see a vessel that day? I saw the 

lightvessel, I think, from three to four miles off. 

111. Where was the captain, from tlic time of his iirst ordering the helm to be ported 
up to the time of the collision ? — I think on the port side of the quai'ter deck. 

112. Wlnit speed were you going at? — About seven knots. 

113. yVas there any man looking oiit?~I don’t know, but the mate and a man were 
forward. 

114i. Had the ‘‘ Sabi'iua” kept the course she wtis steering when you first saw her, would 
she have cleared you, considering you had ported your helm ?— I cannot say, but if she had 
ported her helm .she certainly would. 

lie. Is it the enstmn in the “ Enn’.‘< Queen to hare a man on the look-out ?~Yes, 
it is. ’ 

116. Did you, or did you iiear any one else, make a remark to the captain that if lie 
ported the helm the Sabrina” would run him down? — No, I did not. 

117. Can you state anything else? — No. 

(Signed) Koueut Kandeusok. 



Evidence of John Miller, Chief Engineer of the “Erin’s Quccii.” 

118. Were you engineer of the « Erin’s Queen” at the time of the coUidoii ?— Yes. 

119. State what you know respecting the collision? — Coming up the Channeroii 
Saturday morning, the 6th January, I, being on deck and on tire port side, saw a steamei- 
about a mile off; she was as near aheird of us as possible, if anything on our port bow. I 
went aft to the captain, wlio was just crossing from the starboard to the port side. I asked 
him if Ire had seen that vessel. There were two or three vessels on om- port side. He 
looked towards them, and I told him it was not them, but one ahead. Then he said “ I 
see her,” and gave ordei-s to the man at the wheel to port the helm, and then said, “ Steady.” 
A little after tliat Ire said, Hard-a-port,” and in about a minute the “ Sabrina ” ran into 
us, nearly .stem on. I was standirrg on the port side then, just abaft where the collision 
took place. The engines of the “ Sabrina ” wei-e then going ahead. I ran aft, and went 
with the captain to the starboard side. I then ran to the bow of the " Sabrina,” whose 
stem was sticking into the “ Erin’s Queen.” I held on to the “ Sabrina’s” bows’ by one 
hand, and saw the second engineer lying on bis bed immediately underneath, and close to 
the cutwater of the “ Sabrina I tried to reach down to him witlr one band, but could not 
reach so far. The captain came to tire spot and tried to reach him also. The captain then 
jislced some one on board tire “ Sabrina” for a rope, which was tlirown to him. He handed 
the end down to the second engineer in his bed; he got hold of it with botlr Iris hands. 
That was all I sirw witlr regard to Iiim until I got on board the “ Sabrina I then saw hini 
in the water, aud ran on the bridge to the captdn of the “ Sabrina,” and told him to turn 
ahead and save the man, the engines being then stopped. The captain made no reply, and 
did not steam up to him. I came down off tire bri^e and went forwai-d, seeino- the’man 
still in the water. I went to the captain again and told him to steam ahead ; he°appearcd 
a^tated. I then saw the boat from the lightship cross the bows of the “ Sabiimv,” and 
pick up the man. The boat brought him alongside the “ Sabrina;” he was .assisted out of 
the boat and taken down to the cabin, when every attention was shown to him by the 
captain of the “ Sabrina.” He was taken up in her to Bristol, and to the Infii-mary. 

120. Are you quite sure the steamer, when you first saw her and called the attention of 
the captain to her, was right ahead r — Yes, right ahead ; I never- saw her on the starboard 
bow. She was about a mile distant. 

121. On your fii-st seeing the “ Sabrina” had you any apprehension from the way she 
was then steering that she would run into you? — No, I had not. 

122. 'When you hear-d the captain order the helm hard-a-port did you she would 

run into you ?— Yes, because I saw the “ Sabrina’.s” bow turning towards our port side 
and felt stu-e she would strike us. ’ 

123. At the time of the collision were the engines of the “ Sabrina” stopped ? I cannot 

positively say if they were when she struck us. 

_ 124. Did you make any further remaiic to the captain when the collision appeared 
inevitable ? — Yes, I said she would be into us ; he then went to the whistle and opened it, 
and smrg out " Hard-a-port.” The man at the hehir answered “ It is har-d-a-port.” 

126. How fiu* could you see a vessel that day?— I could see the land on tire starboard 
shove, about two miles distant, and could see a mile distinctly all round. 

126. Were your* engines going full speed at the time of the collision ? Yes, they were. 

127. How near were you to the lightvessel wlren the collision took place ’ — Within 200 
yai-ds. 

128. You have stated tlrere were two or three vessels on the port aide ? I saw a steam- 

boat and a sailing vessel about a mile distant. 

129. In what direction was the steamer going?— She was coming down channel. 



Mr. John Miller. 
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10 MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIEY, &c. 

130. Did yon see Her after the collision?— Yes, and she went towards the Erin’s 
Queen," but I do not know what steamer she was. 

131. Is there anything more you can state? — No. 

(Signed) John Milleb. 

Question requested to be put by Mr. Parker, Solicitor to the Cork Steam Shipping 
Company. 

132. Can you say that at the time you heard the captain order the helm apoi% the yessel 
then, according to your evidence, being a mile oft, if he had starboarded the helm, would 
thei’e have been space to go clear of the “ Sabrina ” ? ■ — I cannot say. 



Evidence of Samuel Tovey Siley, Mate of “Erin’s Queen.” 

133. Were you mate on boai-d the “ Erin’s Queen," at the time of the collision with the 
“ Sabrina"? — Yes. 

134. Have you any certificate of service or competency from the Board of Trade? — No. 

135. State what you know of the collision? — I was in the wateroloset and did not see 
anything until she was within six feet of us. 

136. What was the state of the weather at the time? — It was a light breeze, and suffi- 
ciently clear to sec the way. A vessel was standing a mile and a half off. 

137. Is it the custom in your vessel to liave a look-out man on? — Y’es, in thick weather 
or at night. 

138. Was there any look-out man on tliis occasion? — No, there was not ; the captain 
hunself was in chai’ge of the deck. 

139. What took place after the collision ? — Wc all got on board the “ Sabrina," except 
the second engineer, who was picked up by the boat from the lightship and brought on 
board the “ Sabrina.” I then went back to the “ Erin’s Queen," in the Sabrina’s” boat, 
with the Captain of the “ Erin’s Queen." 

140. Wliat sail was the “ Erin’s Queen” xmder at the time of the collision ? — Under all 
plain sail but the square sail, and the head yards were nearly square, the wind being- 
aft. 

(Signed) Samuel Tovey Silby. 

Question requested to be put by Mr. Piuker. 

141. How was the ship’s head at the time of tlie collision ? — I know nothing about it. 



(Copy.) 

Saturday, .lauuary 6, 1855. 

At nine a.m., gentle breeze, west north-west, overcast and misty. At fl.lO a.m. high water, 
lOJ fathoms. At 9.35 A.M. saw tlie screw steamer “Erin’s Quecia” coming up channel 
under sail and steam, and “ Sabrina” of Coxk coming down under steam. The “Erin’s 
Queen’’ sounded whistle and ported her helm, so as to jibe in a few minutes; she sounded 
her whistle and hove her helm hard-a-port, altering her course three or four points, and 
sounded her whistle again, “ Sabrina ’’ not having appai’cntly seen her. I heard the order 
from " Sabrina " to stop her and starboard twice or thrice, also port once, but too late to 
prevent the collision. The “Sabrina" ran into “Erin’s Queen" on port side, abaft the 
mainmast, cutting her nearly in two. When the vessel cleared I observed a man floating 
on the water. I had the lightvessel’s boat lowered, and sent her to pick the man up ; 
took him alongside the “ Sabrina," wheu they would hardly give the boat a rope or assist 
to haul the man on hoard, he being severely injured, and unable to assist himself. They 
ran both steamers on shore, on the south-west patch, just sa-ving 1.he “ Erin’s Queen ” from 
sinking in deep water. 

(Sig-ned) James Boxhall, 

In charge of English and Welsh grounds 
lightvessel, " Benjamin John," Waterman 
at the time of the collision. 
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